
The Capital Asset Pricing Model (CAPM) is a key concept in financial econometrics used to determine
the expected return on an investment while considering its risk relative to the market. This model is
widely used to make informed investment decisions, especially when building portfolios that balance
risk and return.

1. What is CAPM?

CAPM is a financial model that links the expected return of an asset to its risk compared to the overall
market. It’s based on the idea that investors need to be compensated in two ways: the time value of
money and risk.

Time Value of Money: This refers to the concept that money today is worth more than the same
amount in the future due to its potential earning capacity. CAPM includes this by adding the risk-
free rate, which is the return investors expect from an absolutely risk-free investment, like
government bonds.

Risk Premium: CAPM assumes that taking on more risk should lead to potentially higher
returns. So, the model includes a risk premium to compensate investors for bearing risk.

2. CAPM Formula

The CAPM formula calculates the expected return (E) on an asset (usually a stock) based on the risk-
free rate (Rf), the asset's beta (β), and the market return (Rm):

Where:

E(Ri) = Expected return on the asset
Rf = Risk-free rate
β (Beta) = Measure of the asset’s risk compared to the market
Rm - Rf = Market risk premium (the extra return expected from investing in the market over a
risk-free rate)

3. Breaking Down Each Component

Risk-Free Rate (Rf): This is the return expected from an investment with zero risk, like
government treasury bills. It represents the minimum return investors expect, as they could
invest in these risk-free assets without exposure to market fluctuations.

E(R  ) =i Rf + β × (Rm − Rf)
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Beta (β): Beta measures the asset's volatility relative to the entire market. If β = 1, the asset has
the same risk as the market. If β > 1, it is more volatile, and if β < 1, it is less volatile. For example,
if a stock has a beta of 1.5, it’s 50% more volatile than the market, and the investor expects
higher returns to take on this extra risk.

Market Risk Premium (Rm - Rf): This is the additional return expected from the market over the
risk-free rate. It reflects the extra reward investors demand for the risk of investing in the stock
market versus a risk-free asset.

4. How CAPM Works in Practice

Imagine you want to calculate the expected return on a stock with a beta of 1.2, where the risk-free
rate is 5% and the market’s expected return is 10%. Plugging into the CAPM formula:

This tells us that, based on CAPM, the expected return on this stock is 11%. So, you would expect to
earn an 11% return if you choose to invest in this stock, given its risk level.

5. Why CAPM is Important

Risk Assessment: CAPM helps investors understand how much risk they are taking on by
investing in a particular asset and whether the potential return is worth it.

Portfolio Management: CAPM provides a way to compare the risk and return of individual
stocks or entire portfolios. Investors can use it to decide how to allocate their investments based
on risk appetite and expected return.

Stock Valuation: Many companies and analysts use CAPM to estimate the cost of equity. This is
essential for pricing stocks, valuing companies, and making investment decisions.

6. Limitations of CAPM

Assumptions on Market Efficiency: CAPM assumes markets are efficient, meaning that all
investors have access to the same information and that stock prices reflect all available
information. In reality, markets can be inefficient.

Single Period Model: CAPM is a single-period model, making it less suitable for long-term
investments or investments with multiple cash flows.

Beta Stability: CAPM assumes beta is constant over time, which may not always be the case.
Market conditions, company performance, and other factors can cause beta to fluctuate.

7. Summary of CAPM’s Role in Financial Econometrics

CAPM is a foundational model in financial econometrics because it combines risk and return into one
equation, offering insights into investment decision-making, portfolio management, and financial
strategy.
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E(R  ) =i 5% + 1.2 × (10% − 5%) = 5% + 1.2 × 5% = 11%
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